SUE HAJDU An Tudgng Qua Nhitng Cudc Trién Lam

Sue Hajdu ngudi gdc Hungary sinh nim 1966 tai Australia, cd da tirng sdng tai Nhat Bin, néi
va vi€t ti€ng Nhat thong thao, titng choi cello trong dan nhac, hoc lich s, quan tim t6i VN da
gan 10 nim, néi va hi€u ti€ng Viét véi cd nhitng tir béng gid, thac si nghé thuit nhi€p dnh, mot
ngudi yéu Sai Gon — nhu ¢d ludn khing dinh va thuc sy dd chon Sai Gon dé s6ng gan 2 nim
qua (day 1a 1an thi ba c6 song tai VN) — tirng ¢6 gan 20 cudc trién lam chung va riéng tai
Hungary, Nhiat Bén, Australia va Viét Nam.

T6i giip Sue cdch day 4 nim. Ngay d6, c6 da 1am tdi chi § khi véi chi€c mdy dnh Bronica con
khd méi clia minh, lang thang khip cic hém héc clia Sai Gon d€ vira tim mua lai nhitng tAm
4nh cii trong cdc album gia dinh & cdc hiéu do dong nit, vira ghi lai — khong phai 1a cdi phong
canh bé ndi v6i nhitng phu nit gdnh gdng, trau bd hay 16 x6 mai ngéi... nhw phin dong nhitng
nghé si chuyén hay khong chuyén trong nudc hay nude ngoai sinh song tai VN thudng 1am —
nhirng gi tudng nhu vo cting binh thudng, nhd bé va v6 danh nhung lai doi hdi ngudi chup phai
c6 mot von song, von hi€u biét thyc t& nhat dinh méi c6 thé phat hién ra.

Mot miu tay vin cau thang xua § tin gdc ba ciia mot chung cu cii. Ntta khung cira ki€u Phdp
thdi Pong Duong tit sdu trong mot con hém nhd. Mot vét rach clia t gidy quing cdo. Mot géc
hoa vin trang tri trén mat ban clia quan ca phé via he. Mot biic dnh cii trén ban thd dugc phan
chi€u qua mot tAim guong md. Mot phi€n tranh son mai 4m méc...

C6 nghia 14 tit ci nhitng dd vat ma Sue lua chon d€ dua vao 6ng kinh déu 13 nhitng dd vat
dudgc co tim thdy xuyén qua va & bén trong c4i phong cdnh bé ndi chung chung hdi hot.

Dic diém 13, tit cd nhitng dd vat néi trén déu dugc co chup bing 6ng kinh ludn dit sai tiéu cu
hodc v6i mot géc may hitng hd ¢6 y dé tao nén nhitng bd cuc khong sip x&p.

Pugc ghi lai theo cdch trén, cdc dd vt trong khudn hinh ctia Sue déu nhu dang ludng 1y & mot
trang huéng nudc doi vira chinh minh, lai vira khong phai 1a minh. Trang hudng 4y phéi ching
chinh 12 mdt trang hudng quen thudc clia moi 4n du?

Phai ching hinh 4nh vé nhitng dd vat ma Sue ghi lai chinh 13 4n du clia ¢6 vé qud khit. Qua
kht 1a gi? Qud khi ciia ching ta 14 gi? La nhitng manh v3 ma khong tai nao ching ta ghép lai
cho vira khit? Nhitng hinh 4nh ddt nhién don 1& va vo hon hang loat khhi bi ngit tich khdi ti€n
trinh cia chinh n6? Nhitng khudn mit khong bao gi dugc hién ra tron ven? Nhitng chi tiét nhd
bé 4n chita tiém ning goi lai mot tdng thé da bi ling quén?

Trong loat 4nh néi trén ctia Sue Hajdu, khong hé thi'y xui't hién mot chan dung cu thé, truc
ti€p va tron ven nao. C4i ¢d gdi ra qua loat 4nh d6, theo tdi, chinh 12 nhitng gid thi€t clia cd vé
c4i chan dung da dién clia qué khit. Co ciing khong chup lai dd vat trong tié€n trinh ctia logic
thoi gian mot chiéu di tir trat ty vé hudng phi trat ty. Cdico lam, do la dit do6 vat vao mot
trang hudng khéc, trang hudng chian khong phi thdi gian, trang huéng cia sy dan xen giita hién
thuc va huyén thoai, giita bong t3i va 4nh sing...

Cudc trién lam Sue thuc hién vao nim 2000 véi nhirng biic dnh néi trén, theo t6i, 1a mdt trién
1am khd quan trong trong hanh trinh nghé thuét cia co.

Véi viéc mua lai nhitng bitc anh cii tir cdc album gia dinh (nhitng bdc 4nh mang gia tri tu liéu
riéng tu), chup lai chiing va s dung cong khai cho muc dich nghé thuit (khac véi muc dich
diu tién cia cdc bitc 4nh), v6i viéc chia tach d6 vat ra khdi tdng thé clia chinh né biing cich
chup lai nhitng géc d6 khdng tron ven clia chiing véi nhitng géc may hd hitng ¢ tinh khong
boc 16 chinh ki€n clia ngudi chup. Va sau cling-trung bay nhitng bitc 4nh néi trén trong mot



khong gian thdng nhit — cudc trién 1am cda Sue tai gallery Saigon nim 2000 vdi tén goi Noi
nhd nhung (Nostalgia) chinh 13 mdt cudc tri€n 1am hi€m hoi dudc xay dung ngay tir dau trén
tién dé cha cht nghia hau hién dai va qua that @@ mang nhitng thong diép cla chi nghia hau
hién dai t6i cong ching Viét Nam.

Mot an tugng khd chd dao clia toi vé Sue chinh la phong cdch 1am viéc cdn trong, k§ cang clia
c6 trong nghé thuat-phong c4dch dugc hinh thanh trén mot quan di€m rit rd rang vé cong viéc.
Su cdn trong va khong vdi va trong nghé thuit &y chinh 12 mot trong nhitng thuc do chi yé&u
d€ phan biét nhitng nghé si chuyén nghiép va nhitng ngusi nghiép du.

N6i vé Sue, tdi ciing khong thé khong dé cap t6i cudc trién 1im dang dién ra cla cd6 mang tén
Qua bén nuéc xua (1am chung v6i nghé si goc Viét Pinh Q.Le do Mai’s Gallery t3 chifc tai 16
Nguyén Hué, Q.1, TP.HCM)

Van trung thing v6i con dudng nghé thuit clia minh, 1dn nay cd Sue va DPinh Q.Le, biing su
vitng chic trong tay nghé va tinh khdi quit rd't cao trong y niém da tao ra — tir nhitng d6 vat
clia hién thuc — mot khong gian clia nhitng sy giéu nhai — yé&u t6 quen thudc clia nghé thuit
hiu hién dai.

C6 rat nhiéu diéu d€ c6 thé néi vé Sue- vé cudc song, vé su hoa nhap, vé tinh yéu clia ¢d véi
Viét Nam, v6i Saigon... nhung trén tit ca, trong bai vi€t nhd nay, thdong qua viéc néi vé nghé
thuit ctia Sue, t6i mudn tran trong nhin nhan c6 nhu mdt c4 nhan dang din ty hoan thién minh
d€ tr& nén mot nghé si v6i ding nghia cda danh tir nay.

Nhu Huy, Thé Thao & Vin Héa, thit ba 15/07/2003

Qua bén nuée xua: COI MO CUA KY UC

Hai nghé si tao hinh: mot Viét ( L& Quang Pinh ) va mot Australia ( Sue Hajdu ) cting thuc
hién mot cudc trién 1am sidp dit (installation ) ¢é tén goi rat Viét Nam (1&y tir mot 15i bai hat
trong bd phim xua) va hau nhu di chud dung hau hét cdm xiic va y tudng tudng clia cudc trién
1am: Qua bén nudc xua. C6 cai gi @6 tuong ty cach Sue da lam trong cudc trién 1dm chung nim
ngodi giita chi va mot hoa si Viét Nam khdc, Nguyén Nhu Huy. Va ciing gidng véi nhung gi Lé
Quang Dinh thyc hién trong nhitng biic tranh dan tif nhitng bttc hinh den tring ctia anh: hon 20
kg cdc bitc dnh chup den tring mugn tir cdc album gia dinh dudc sip dit twa hd nhu ngdu nhién
dudi mot chan cau ghép biing van gd, mot khong gian vira md lai vira nhu déng kin trong cim
gidc trd vé& ngdi nha xwa. N6 ddnh thifc trong ngudi xem nhitng cdm gidc lang man, dep dé& va
md mong cla ky c dang ngay cang tr§ nén hi€m hoi trong cudc sdng qua nhanh, qué so6i dong
nay. Ngudi xem c6 thé tham gia vao tic phdm biing cich sit dung chi, bit mau luu lai trén
tudng phong trién 1am nhitng gi trong ky e clia ho. Vi th&, hai nghé si cho biét, tic phaAm chi
thuc sy hoan thanh vio ngay két thic trién 1am. Qua bén nudc xwa s& md clra trong 2 tuan, tir
1/7, tai Mai’s Gallery, 16 Nguyén Hué¢, TP.HCM, tru6c khi sang Cong hoa Czech tham gia
Festival nghé thuit qudc t&€ CESTA vao thiang 8/2003

Thé Thao & Vin Héa, thit ba 1/7/2003



Tri€n 1am qua b&n nudc xua

Tir ngay 1 — 15/7/2003 tai Mai’s Gallery 16 Nguyén Hué, Q.1, TP.HCM dién ra trién
1am “ Qua bén nudc xwa” ( Tac phdm sip dit) cla hai tdc gid nay cda hai tic gid nay clia hai
tac gid: Lé Quang Pinh va Sue Hajdu.

Ngay khhi di vao khong gian clia phong tranh, ngudi ta s& nhan thdy mot ciy cau cii k¥,
xtl xi dugc lam bing nhitng miu gb cii. PAu ciy ciu dugc dit mot tAim manh biing hat cudm.
Di qua cdy ciu ban s& nhan thdy bén du6i c6 hang nghin tim 4nh den tring cii. Theo 13i Lé
Quang DPinh: “ Khodng 80 kg 4nh den tring cii dugc chup tif ndm 1920 — 1980 do hai tac gia
sufu tdp, mua, mugn clia ban bé... Nhitng bitc 4nh nay tugng trung cho céi ao ky tc ciia mdi
chiing ta”. Hai tdc gid Sue hajdu va Lé Quang Pinh déu tt nghiép thac si & My.

Bdo phdp ludt, ngay 06.07.2003

Hon Viét v6i Qua bén nudc xua

Véi tua dé ggi nhé dé€n mot bai hat quen thudce cé “tre la nga, sin réu da, ning
chiéu”, Qua bén nudc xua la tic phadm sip dit ciia hai nghé si Viét — Uc: anh Lé Quang
DPinh va chi Sue Hajdu

Téc phdm clia ho 13 nhitng gi gin giii v6i con ngudi Viét Nam: chi€c cu gd ghép tir
nhitng tAm vdn xU xi, nhitng tAm hinh den tring thu nhap tir cdc cudn album c4 nhin va ngin
cdch qud khit véi hién tai 1a mot biic manh. Buc qua bitc manh, ngudi ta di vao viing dit cla
ky niém. Tdc phdm sip dit nay s& dudc trung bay & Lién hoan nghé thuat qudc t& gdi lai
nhitng ky tc tai cdng hoa Czech vao thing 8 t6i. C6 1& tat cd s& dudc gilf nguyén ven chi trir
mdt sy khdc biét: bon bifc tudng clia cin phong tri€n lam trén d6 ngudi xem cam biit chi mau
vi€t hay vé lai mot ky niém d4ang nhg clia minh. Sy “ddng sdng tao” giita ngudi xem va tic gid
s& tao nén khong khi va tinh thAn ngiu hitng, tw nhién va bay bong.

Sue Hajdu, mot hoa si Uc dé song tai Viét Nam gdn 10 niam, cho bi€t chi mudn bay td
nhitng cAm xtc ctia minh vé sy thay ddi ctia thanh phd Sai Gon qua tdc phdm sip dit 14n nay:
“ C6 nhiéu ndi di thay ddi rat nhiéu. Nhuw mot ngdi nha cii ki trén dudng Pong Khdi toi vin
thudng di ngang qua by gid di trd thanh trung tim mua sim déng vui. Tdi chot nghi d&€n
nhitng con ngudi Viét Nam, vi cudc chié€n tranh ma ho phai di chuyén, r&i bd nhitng ky niém
clia riéng minh”. Tuy nhién, theo Sue mic di ngudi Viét Nam thudng ci't giff va hoai nién vé
qué kht, ho vin c6 16i s6ng rat cdi md, sinh dong thé hién rd nhat trén... dudng phd khong
giong nhu & nhiéu noi trén th€ gidi cudce song “kin mit sau nhitng cdnh cdng, bifc tudng cao.”
Trong khi d6, anh Lé Quang DPinh (Dinh Q.Le), mot nghé si goc Ha Tién (Kién Giang) 16n 1én
& M§ vatrg vé Viét Nam tir nim 1994, cho biét anh lya chon twa dé Qua bén nude xua nhu
cum tif miéu td mot cdch chinh xdc tAm trang cia minh khi trd vé€ nha: “& My toi song va di
nhiéu noi, nhung khong tim thiy ndi nao la qué nha. Nhitng tAm hinh den tring trong trién lim
ghi lai nhitng hinh dnh clia c4c thip nién 60, 70 va 80 va sy chia sé clia ngudi xem bing cdc
cAu chuyén riéng tu trén vach tudng s& lam cho ky e s6ng lai manh mé”. Sau budi khai mac
chiéu t&ingay 1.7, tri€n 1am sé& kéo dai d&€n ngay 15.7.2003 tai Mai’s gallery — 16 Nguyén
Hué, quan 1, Tp. H6 Chi Minh.

PV Au Lan, Thanh Nién thit sdu 4/7/2003



“QUA BEN NUOC XUA” tim vé qud khit

“Lau nay & Viét Nam, khi c6 trién lam, khdch dén tham quan chii yéu la “xem” ...Chiing t6i thi
khdc, t6i muén khdch dén tham quan cé thé cdm nhdn, vé va trién lam ciing chiing téi. Ho c6 thé
vé nhitng gi ho cdm nhdn dugc trong cudc trién lam ma ho vita xem” — Lé Quang Pinh, mot
trong hai tdc gia cudc trién 1am my thuit nghé thuat sip dit chi dé “Qua bén nudc xua” tai
phong tranh Mai’s (s616 Nguyén Hué, Quan 1) néi nhu vay!

Cin phong nhd, mot cAy cAu gb dit gifta gian phong, dudi ciy ciu 1a gan 3kg dnh den tring
(khdang gan 10.000 tim 4nh) rdi phd kin chiAn cAu nhu mot tAm thdm, trude ciy cau 1a mot birc
rém cifa, phia sau bén trong phong lachi€c guong cii k¥ c6 thé in béng ngudi khi budc qua
cAu.Va doi dién tAim guong 12 khung cita sd cii. Miéu td nghe c6 vé don gidn nhung hoa si Lé
Quang Pinh, viét kiéu M§ va ban ciia anh Sue Hajdu, ngudi Uc da phai suy nghi rdt nhiéu
ngay. o) day, nghé thuat sip dit thé hién dudc cdi “hdn” khi tic gid di lya chon nhitng vat
dung cii k§ nha't d€ trinh bay tidc phdm, ciy cdu van cii, tim gudng cii, bifc rém cii va gan
10.000 tAm dnh dugc tap hgp trong khodng thdi gian 1920 — 1980 bdi theo anh cho biét. “Twa
dé cho cudc trién 1am di 1a sy trd v& mién ky e: b&n nude xua. Khi cudc séng ngay cang n
dinh, con ngudi chiing ta s& c¢6 nhiéu thdi gian hon dé tim mot khong gian yén tinh, ngdi nhé
vé ky niém, vé qué khit. Khi budc chian qua ciy ciu cii ho nhu dugc trd vé chdn xura, soi minh
vio guong d€ “quay phim” lai cudc ddi minh va nhitng ky niém ho nhin th'y da dudc lvu dau
qua nhitng tdm hinh.”

Nhitng véach tudng tréng 1a nhitng hinh 4nh ma ngudi d&€n xem trién 1am vé& 1&én nhitng hinh vé,
cam nghi, suy nghi ctia ho. Lugt tht mot vong ching tdi da ghi lai dugc nhu sau: “Hinh nhu t6i
dang trd vé ky tic tudi tho. Trong gian phong tréng, cdy ciu, nhitng tAim anh, cita s8, chiéc
guong..., toi nhu trd vé véi ngay xua”; “RAt 4n tugng, ddy xtic cAm va 1am cho ngudi xem c6
cdm gidc trd vé cling qua khit mo hd. Bu6c qua ciu nhu di qua chinh cudc ddi minh...”

Hoa si Lé Quang Pinh sinh nim 1968, da t5t nghiép ct nhan m§y thuat trudng Pai hoc
California, Santa Barbara: 12 Thac si m§ thuit, nhi€p 4nh Trudng m§ thuat hién thuc New
York, va 12 hoc trd clia nghé si x&p dit ndi ti€ng thé gidi Ann Hamilton. Anh hién sinh s6ng va
lam viéc tai M§.

Anh d3 c6 nhiéu cudc trién 1am c4 nhin tai nhi€u nuc vé loai hinh nghé thuit sip dit nhu Ky
vc cria nguoi mi tai LE hdi my thuat ba dong song & Pittsburg va New York: Su kién nhdn ciia
ky 1tc tai Santa Monica: Chuyén tré vé tai trudng dai hoc Panoma, Claremont, CA: Ao gidc bay
bong tai Seweden: Hudng lén troi tai bio tang m§ thuat Ackland: Hon cilia téi tai bdo ting
Bronx...

Trd vé thim Viét Nam, Pinh cho bi€t anh thich séng va lam viéc & qué huong nhu ngudi ban
cla anh, nit hoa si ngudi Uc Sue Hajdu hién séng va 1am viéc tai Viét Nam.

Cudc trién lam ctia anh chi lan nay la thi nghiém cho cudc trién 1am tai Cong hoa Séc vao
thdng 8 - 2003

PV Hoai Nam, Vidn Hod Nghé Thudtl7/7/2003



Artists challenge local audience

Two Viét Nam-based artists from Australia and the US should intrigue HCM City art lovers
with their installation art exhibition exploring their reactions to the country.

The artists, Sue Hajdu and Lé Quang DPinh, are installation art professionals: Hajdu has a
Master of Visual Arts from the Sydney College of the Arts, and Dinh, a Viét Kiéu (overseas
Vietnamese), studied photography and fine arts at the school of Visual Arts in New York.
Their exhibition is called Qua B&n Nu6c Xua (Passing by the Old River Wharf) and features
works made from paper, wood and iron.

Visitors to the exhibition may initially find the artworks’ arrangement challenging: messages in
English and Vietnamese written on the showroom’s walls; black-and-white photographs placed
under a little old wooden bridge; and curtains and shuttered doors throughout the exhibition.
The artists want to express their love and perceptions of Viét Nam and its people through the
use of ordinary material and odjects from daily life.

“Through our works, we hope viewers will be able to see and feel their life and love
accompanied by the successes and failures of the past, making them grieve over what is far
off,” said Pinh, who likened his works to an emotional world.

Born in Kién Giang Province’s Ha Tién town but growing up in the United States, Pinh works
as a freelance artists, and returned to his native country many times before deciding to settle in
HCM City in 1997. “I’ve had several individual and selected group exhibitions in New York,
Paris and Stockholm but this is the first time I’'m showing my work in Viét Nam,” Pinh said,
eagerly awaiting the response of HCM City art lovers.

“I find unlimited sources of inspiration here, my homeland,” enthused the 35-year old artist.
“My works convery my soul, boundless imagination and memory of my childhood in Viét
Nam.”

Like Pinh, Hajdu is more interested in portraying the past than the present — for her, the past
captures people’s dreams and passions — her works exude a child-like love and enthusiasm for
Vietnamese people and their lifestyle.

“I have worked in Viét Nam for 10 years already but can still see the country with fresh eyes,”
Sue Hajdu explained.

“I see many changes in HCM City, sometimes I feel grief at seeing modern buidings in the city
instead of ancient houses, but I know the city is developing,” she said

Hajdu said in the installation sha and Pinh are sharing their deepest feelings, thoughts and love
for Viét Nam and its history: “It may be very complex to interpret, but I hope viewers will be
able to understand our exhibition.”

“Visitors can also share their reactions with us by painting or writing their feelings on the walls
of our showroom,” she said.

In her early 30s, Hajdu has already held four exhibitions in Viét Nam attracting many local and
foreign visitors and art critics.

She said that the installation art concept is relatively new to Viét Nam but thinks Qua B&n
Nudc Xua will appeal to the local art scene.

The exhibition runs until late this month at Mai’s Gallery, 16 Nguyén Hué Street. After that it
will travel to the International Arts Festival in the Czech Republic.

Anh Thu, Viét Nam News, Monday July 7, 2003





